
The Light in the Lake: Activities  Sarah R. Baughman 

The Power of a Place 
Exploring the beauty and mystery of the world around us 

 
I wrote the first sentence of The Light in the Lake in my head, while I was walking in the 
woods! I was looking at the mountains around my house and feeling very inspired, 
thinking about what I knew about those mountains, and also what I didn’t know. Every 
place has a little bit of beauty and a little bit of mystery in it! 
 
Write 
Talk a walk outside your house, and look around you. What do you see that fills you with 
a sense of wonder? It can be a part of nature—a tree, a rock, the sky—but it doesn’t 
have to be. It could also be an impressively tall building, or a statue, or anything else. 
 

• Start with a sentence that suggests there is more to the thing you see than most 
people realize. If you want, you can use this sentence frame from the Prologue: 
People who think ____ are ____are taking the short view of things. You are going 
to explain how much more there is to that thing than everyone else realizes! 

 
• Describe the thing you see.  

 
• Share some facts about the thing you see. What do you know about it? What 

type of tree is it? How tall is the building?  
 

• Narrate an interaction you have had with the thing you see, or a memory you 
have with it. For example, if there’s a special building you’re describing, do you 
remember walking in there every Saturday If it’s a tree, do you remember when 
you were too small to reach its lower branch, but finally you grew and could start 
climbing? 

 
 
 
Draw or Paint 
The cover of The Light in the Lake definitely captures the beauty and mystery of Maple 
Lake. Addie’s eyes focus on the golden light that emerges in the water. Use colors to 
draw your viewer’s focus to an important part of your artwork.  
 


